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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method of treating a crude oil comprising: 
a step of separating the crude oil by distillation wh e r e th e crud e oil is s e parat e d by 
distillation in a distilling section into a distillate oil and a heavy oil content, said distillate oil 
including a vacuum gas oil content, a gas oil content, a kerosene content and a naphtha 
content: 

a step of th e rmal thermallv cracking [[where]] the heavy oil content s e parat e d at said 
st e p of s e parating th e crud e oil by distillation and obtained substantially from [[the]] a bottom 
is th e rmally crack e d to light e n th e cont e nt, of the distilling section into a lightened thermallv 
cracked product; and 

a step of separating the th e rmal cracking lightened thermallv cracked product by 
distillation in the distilling section, wh e r e the th e rmal cracking product obtain e d by 
light e ning at said st e p of th e rmal cracking is separat e d by distillation; 

wherein said step of separating the crude oil by distillation and said step of separating 
the th e rmal cracking lightened thermallv cracked product by distillation are carried out at the 
same time in [[a]] the distilling section comprising including a vacuum distillation apparatus^ 
and said distillate oil is collectivelv introduced into a hvdrotreating section without separating 
into each content having prescribed boiling range and is collect! velv subjected to 
desulfurization, cracking and hvdrogenation treatment . 

Claim 2 (currently amended): The method of treating a crude oil according to claim 
1, wherein the distilling section in which said step of separating the crude oil by distillation 
and said step of separating the th e rmal cracking lightened thermallv cracked product by 
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distillation carried out at the same time further comprises a pre-separation apparatus and a 
main separation apparatus. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): The method of treating a crude oil according to claim 
1, wherein [[the]] ^ amount of the heavy oil content separated in said distilling section and 
withdrawn from the bottom is within a range of 1 5 to 55 parts by weight relative to 100 parts 
by weight of [[a]] said distillate oil from the distilling section. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): The method of treating a crude oil according to claim 
1, wherein the heavy oil content separated in said step of separating a crude oil by distillation, 
withdrawn from the bottom, and fed to the step of thermal thermally cracking contains 
substantially neither gas oil content nor vacuum gas oil content. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): The method of treating a crude oil according to claim 
1, wherein no heavy oil content is contained in thermal cracking residue in said step of 
thermal thermally cracking. 

Claim 6 (canceled) 
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